Hidden j jewels in the news aper

B dollars ‘with young educated
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> U’VEREALLYgotto read

- you want toknow what’s
b -in a newspaper. Most of us
have atendency to skim, to take
in‘a qulck ‘headline ‘or: .caption
and:move on,. unless- ‘the story.
interests us: particularly. ’I‘hat’s

probably espec1ally true on the’

Internet..
But'the- headhnes don’t al-

ways tell the story. Often, I find -
myself scratching my head over:
the most appang revelations .

buried in a juicy, fact- -cramined

article:— items that, in -another -
‘context, m1ght well ‘deserve -
front-page play Wlth blanng-:-

headlines, -

Last year, 1. read Katherme'_ ‘
Gregg’s Dec; “21 “story,” *For =
some;: state :pension payments.'_-_'
continue after death.”1t's a clas-
sic Rhode Island story, about the
money the state kept. sending to .-

people long’ afterthey passed in-
to, as Shakespéare put it “that
undiscovered " country from
whose: [bor er] no traveler re-

tired teachers and: :96.3 percent

for retired state workers; Only 6.

of the 100-plus: pubhc—pensmn :
systems surveyed by the Nations= -
al Assomatmn of Retlrement Ad- E

populace to get out of: udget
deﬁc:ts of $360 miltion. :

The “new  state’ treasurer'
- down the road to others.
‘I guess that's human nature :
That mindset, unfortunately, is
already catching up withus —in
“the form of state ‘budget. deficits .
"in the: hundreds of milfions of-

i Frank Capno conten

1
“creased: state - and - mummpal i

contributions to the pension

program, and a reviving stock

--market (in which- some of the
pens:on funds are invested),

ht_s flammg c'hest-‘
ure of .tl;e state’s’;

’ dropped 10 55.4 perc nt for re- "
- workers,” since it “wasn’t e
quired” to.do that’ That' meansfﬁf,
taxpayers will have to pay even:
more :inyears. to-come for-the -

et can-State”
---has buﬂt up huge pensmn obli- |

should nudge the ra’do into safer- i
- territory. . But it “has to be ;
“-watched: And for that matter,

the stock market has’ generally :

‘been fatlmg lately. - .
“One wondérs: how careﬁrlly-}-'
ome state ‘officials are watch-
Jing; though Last week: brought .
forth aMarch 2] article by Eliza-:
"beth Gudrazs “headlined “Two'_'_ _
ate agenc1es solve budget cn—f

typically. gold-plated : benefits

the politicians have promzsed to_' :
state retirees. .
-"Such decisions, Wthh merely-
defer the pain untl i becomes
e . almost - unendurable, ‘are SYS- -
[ ' temaﬂcaHydestronghode Is-

A ' ‘Rhode. A8=1
land; whlch is already trymg 1o
figure out how 16 ‘cut govern- .
ment services or further tax the

land’s ablhty tobe a viable place.

“No one_in the 'political "class
-sweems to. want. to truly:“solve” .

‘the ‘problems that the ‘Ocean
'State faces; politicians and bu-
- reaucrats simply want to survive
for: today, and- kick the cnms.:.;._._

residents, middle-class families
and retirees fleeing to less puni-

opportunities; and anti-business

Flnally, the March 15 Busr-

gus Davis.”

Tellme - Networks ‘Ine. ™ was

have trouble recruiting employ-

- ees becduse-of the high cost of:
educatmg their ch.lldrer_1 well mi

private institutions.:

tem,” “the. former Rhode Islander

‘said ‘inia- telephone intérview'
_ * . from Redmond, Wash. “If1were
T_Ihxs fact-fllled story, in lts_-.
ext 1o last. paragraph, mforms_
“/us that the Rhode Island Public .
L Transit. Authonty (RIPTA): has'j'_-

used an - “accounting fix”. to. .

f‘solve” its budget woes. RIP’I‘A
simply decided against - ‘setting .
aside $4.3 million to helppay for::
: the health-care and other non- -
Ppension benefits: promised to its
“Ocear State schools are improv--
ing beauttfully, even without ba-
lancing: .the" " public* ‘interest:
" againist the spemal interests, or
‘implementing best: ‘education’
‘practices.”And. that . everything
-z would be even nicerif the tax-.
‘payers gave them even' more_-

to. Start ‘another: company: like

:'-'_Tellme tomorrow; how am I’ 20~
ingtoattract workers to move to, '

Rhode Island?” i

“Yet the people gettmg fat off '
of Rhode Island’s. generally me-
diocre ‘public " schools .- the
well-compensated® - educatton_
“bureaucrats and, teaohers—umon; '

bosses = contine 1o msrst that

money.

= "Nooneina posmon of powerj
' seems to care about Rhode Is-
land’s children enough to make:
the necessary changés. And
-people - like ‘Mr. Davis, who
know something about cgmpet-
ing in the modern World are S

snnply waved off. -

.. That's if citizens even read all .
- the way into the story to. dlscov-j .
~‘er his very pointed remarks

Edward Achorn. is The Jour--
-nal’s deputy edztonal—pages edi-’

tor (eachor@projo.com).”

tive states that offer greater job:

policies shriveling Rhode Island -
: tax revenues, 'Where are -the:
° leaders speakmg out for. our fu—'

: ture '

ness story by Benjamin N. Ge-
dan, “Microsoft acquires com-. .
: pany founded by Rhode Islan-,
- der,” includes some fascinating
observationg by its subject An-

- 1In the fmai paragraphs Mr. i
Davis - = whose company’ .

worth an estimated $1 billion 111

- Microsoft = notes that Rhode:
Island’s public schools are fail-
ing to produce skilled workers,

-and that companies here- mayf

‘I-can’t start a company in a
: state with a failed education 8ys-!




